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2.15-2.55pm Wed. 2 Oct. 2013 
 ACAL Conference Ultimo (Grp H) 

Local practices, Global Contexts –  
Literacy and numeracy for community development 

The who, what and why  
of Money Problems  

Presented by Hazel Davidson 
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This presentation will outline and discuss: 

• Problems for students  
with little or no prior formal education  
– general & specifically financial 

• Strategies to help these students 
• Examples of possible resources 

If time permits, participants will also have an 
opportunity to discuss and exchange ideas 
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Student problems: 
1. General 

Prior schooling 
Cultural background 
Extreme poverty 
Health & domestic problems 
Family in region of origin 
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2. Specific problems 
a) Arithmetic 

Counting and place value 
Arithmetic functions 
Decimals in currency 

b) Cultural 
Rent, utilities, phones 
Materialism & social pressures 
Legal obligations & consequences 
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Strategies:  

1. Basic literacy 
2. Basic numeracy 
3. Cultural knowledge 

Need simultaneous attack  
in all three areas. 
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In response to these serious challenges 
  we decided to write a new resource package  

Hazel Davidson 
Author 

Dorothy Court 
Illustrator 
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Reading texts          Workbook            Sound CD 
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Readers: 
•  at 3 successive levels of linguistic difficulty 
•  with the same basic content and identical illustrations 
Workbook: 
•  teachers’ notes 
•  photocopiable handcards and charts 
•  photocopiable Fact Sheets 
•  photocopiable Numbers Book 
•  photocopiable language & comprehension Exercise Book 
•  suggested answers to all exercises 
Sound CD: 
•  Lyndal Reid reads each reading text slowly & clearly  
•  Lyndal & George Buwali perform Money Song, first lined, 

then complete 
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We supplement this with existing resources. 
For example, 
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1. Basic literacy 
Do your students have mastery of: 

   a) Common sounds and names of individual 
letters? 
    I drill these daily with beginners  
    using hand cards from English Spelling Vol.1 
    Show the card, ask for name and sound.   
    Say the sound, ask for letter.   
(These students often don’t transfer information/skills  
from one context to another.) 
    Then progress to dictating regularly spelt 
     3-letter words. 
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Do your students have mastery of: 
b) Digraphs 

I use the hand cards in English Spelling Vol.2  
   and drill in a similar way. 
I use the Sound Book to build up students’ 

skills with sounds & spelling 
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Example from the Sound Book 
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All this: 
•  just one of the major decoding tools 
•  must ALWAYS consider meaning 

–  Decode, then reread  
for &/or with students  
whole phrase/sentence/paragraph 

–  Ask questions about picture &/or text 
–  Discuss 
–  Put into context 
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2. Basic numeracy 

Do your students have mastery of: 
   a) Numbers 1-100? 
   b) Numbers 1-1,000? 

I use charts from Money Problems  
   c) Place value? 

I use exercises from the Numbers Book  
within that resource. 

   d) Basic arithmetic? 
   e) Big numbers and very small numbers? 
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Examples from teachers’ notes for Numbers Book 
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Addition Chart 
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Addition chart, cont. 
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 Chart for higher level students 
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Chart for higher level students, cont. 
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Examples from the Numbers Book 
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3. Cultural knowledge 
Do your students have basic cultural knowledge 

of money in Australia? 
I use the Money Problems reading texts  

which include information on: 
          a) where Australians & the Government  

          get money; 
          b) keeping money safe; 
          c) borrowing money – interest, repayments,  

          debt collectors, court, disconnection  
          of services, eviction; 
      d) getting good advice; 
      e) planning a budget to prevent problems. 
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Examples from Money Problems reading texts:  
  a) Easy level 



ACAL Sydney 2013 24 

b) Medium  level: 
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c) Hard level 
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I use Fact Sheets from Money Problems Workbook 
 These can be used one at a time or stapled together  

to form a booklet. 
Topics covered include: 

signing papers, help with papers,  
financial counsellors, renting a house, flat or unit, 
hard rent words, shopping, mobile phones,  
buying a car, buying a house, hard shopping words, 
interest, no-interest and low-interest loans, 
different ways to buy things, scams,  
hard debt words, debt collectors. 
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Example from Fact Sheets: 
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Signing papers, cont. 
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Fact Sheets: Debt collectors 
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Debt collectors, cont. 
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Debt collectors, cont. 
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   I use language & comprehension Exercises  
   from the Workbook,  
   Easy level, Budget, expenses     
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Budget, cont. 
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Budget, income  
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Budget, saving 
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Comprehension, Easy level 



ACAL Sydney 2013 37 

Easy level Comprehension, cont. 
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Comprehension, Medium level  
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Medium level comprehension, cont. 
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Comprehension, Hard level  
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Examine, discuss, exchange ideas 

Over to you: 

What do you think of our strategies  
and  resource choices? 

How do you attack these challenges? 
What resources  

would you like?  
have you created? 
are you planning to produce? 
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Thanks for listening  
and for contributing your ideas. 

Other very low level resources  
by Hazel Davidson & Dorothy Court: 

www.sugarbagondamper.com 

Questions: davidson.hazel@gmail.com 

New resources:  
write your email address (VERY clearly!)  

on the sheet passing around. 


