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Why now? 
Two main reasons: 

 
The federal election gives us a great 

opportunity to lobby our local member 

and Ministers and Shadow Ministers of 

Education.  

 

It’s a time to speak out and put adult 

literacy and numeracy on the national 

agenda.  

 

We know the importance of adequate 

literacy and numeracy skills for a 

healthy, productive society. We need to 

tell others how 

important it is. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Write to, or visit, your MP 

 Write to the Minister and Shadow 

Ministers of Education 

 Write to your local paper 

 Phone talkback radio 

 Encourage students to do the same 

 

 
At the end of November, the results of 

the Adult Literacy and Lifeskills Survey 

(ALLS) will be released. 

 

A similar survey was carried out in 1996 

and the results showed that 

approximately 6.2 million adult 

Australians had inadequate literacy skills 

to cope with the demands of everyday 

life and work. 

 

We now have the chance to compare the 

situation ten years later. If Canada is 

any indication, the results will be similar 

to 1996.  

 

We can expect negative media coverage 

that will focus on the lack of 

improvement and will look for someone 

to blame. We need to get our message 

out in the public arena. 

 

We need to point out that of that 6.2 

million, only 4% are in provision.  

 

We need to point out that acquiring 

adequate literacy and numeracy skills to 

cope with the ever-changing demands of 

a competitive, global world with its 

increasing technological demands, is a 

complex process. It needs to occur in a 

flexible way in a variety of sites. We 

need to get governments seriously 

interested in life-long and life-wide 

learning. 

 

We need to stress the importance of 

secure funding for programs (not short 

term contracts), professional standards 

for teaching, and the need for a strong 

research base to inform policy and 

practice. 

Adult literacy needs you! 

You can make a difference! 

Federal MPs: http://apps.aec.gov.au/esearch/  

http://www.aph.gov.au/Senate/senators/  

http://www.aph.gov.au/house/members/index.htm  

 

How to address an MP: 

http://www.aph.gov.au/Library/TUTORIAL/address.

htm  

 

Lobbying guide & kit (AEU): 

http://www.aeufederal.org.au/Tafe/Lobkit.pdf  

http://www.aeufederal.org.au/Tafe/LobGuid.pdf  

 


