One size does not fit all!

A case study of the development and

publishing of local, multi-lingual stories

for adult literacy learners in the South
African context.
















































New Readers Publishers - Who we

are
 The context of our work

 What we believe

* What we do and how we do it
— Development and Publishing
— Workshops
— Promotion and Advocacy




The issues and challenges facing
New Readers Publishers

Lack of political will

Decline in ABET provision

Dominance of majority languages

Attitudes to stories and fiction



Who we are

Donor-funded

30 readers in English and isiZulu
Main aims

Non-profit publishing project



The context of our work

« Adult literacy and materials available

» Languages and literacy statistics

* Economy and fall out from global
economic crisis



Percentage of people that speak each
official language (stats sa2011)

®isiZulu 22.70%

¥ isiXhosa 16%

= Afrikaans 13.5%

¥ English 9.6%

" Sepedi 9.1%

W Setswana 8%

“ Sesotho 7.6%

“ Xitsonga 4.5%
Siswati 2.5%

“ Tshivenda 2.4%
isiNdebele 2.1%




Fort Warwick Farm School
Eastern Cape
South Africa
visited on 3 July 2013



What we believe

you become a fluent reader by reading
learners need to read a variety of books
reading has to be meaningful from the
beginning

the teacher/facilitator/librarian is the best
role model for fluent and varied reading



What we be“eve continued

learners do not have to be word perfect
before they can move on to the next book

or level

learners should not be corrected all the
time

reading is fun

the more fluently you read, the more you
enjoy it!






Creighton
Rural KwaZulu-Natal

South Africa



What we do and how we do it

Workshops - Promotion and
2 types of Advocacy
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Promoting Reading Workshop held on 12t
September, Durban, South Africa



Promoting Reading workshops



Promoting Reading Workshop
February 2011
Port Elizabeth
South Africa






Writing and Editing workshops









What we do and how we do it

Workshops - Promotion and
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The issues and challenges faced
by New Reader Publishers

Lack of political will — resource allocation

Decline in ABET provision in the various
sectors

Dominance of majority languages
Attitudes to stories and fiction



Decline in number of ABET books
sold



Dominance of majority languages

“The self-esteem, self-confidence, potential
creativity and spontaneity that come with
being able to use the language(s) that have
shaped one from early childhood (one’s
mother tongue) is the foundation of all
democratic polities and institutions. To be
denied the use of this language is the very

meaning of oppression.” Neville Alexander,
27 October 2005



NRP books sold per language



Books sold to training organisations by
NRP 1991 - 2013



Language map of South Africa
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My Conclusions
 Original aims — Successes
* On-going challenges
* Final thoughts






